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Fire Marshal’s Association of Colorado
September 16, 2011
Meeting Minutes

The business meeting was held at the Golden Fire Department.  The meeting was called to order by President Dave Lowrey at 12:40 p.m.

M/S Marc Sampson/Howard Hardy to approve the minutes of the May 18, 2011 meeting.  Motion passed.

Administrative Report

President:  Dave Lowrey
Dave thanked Jerry Stricker and the Golden Fire Department for hosting the meeting.  The IFC Prep Class Committee was moved to the beginning of the meeting because Ben Greene had to leave early.  
Recognition awards were given to Marla Wilcox, Ben Greene, and Rob Geislinger for their contributions to FMAC.  
NFPA 72 ROC Update:  The original language that was submitted was not good.  FMAC and Colorado State Chiefs sent a letter in opposition.  Since that time, Dave attended a Summit and chaired a task group to rewrite the ROC.  The new language is good and FMAC, State-Chiefs, and I-Chiefs are in support of it.  The ROC will be voted on in October.  Dave will send the proposal to the membership.

Vice President:  Ed Van Walraven
The ROC for NFPA 13R will be at the end of the month.  Ed plans to attend this meeting.
Secretary:  Jackie Pike
Jackie changed the way that she is emailing the membership.  She is sending everything as a “BCC.”  The email list is more secure this way.  Let her know if you have any problems receiving or forwarding emails.
Past President:  Rob Geislinger
No report.
Correspondence:

Dave was asked by a private company for the FMAC email list to send a notification to our membership.  Dave will contact this company to let them know that we do not share our list.
A thank you letter was received from Einar Jensen on behalf of FLSEC for the donation that FMAC made to their annual conference.

Treasurer Report:  Kevin Ferry
The report submitted includes everything since May and is attached.  M/S Jerry Stricker/Mark Sampson to accept the treasurer’s report.  Motion passed.
2012 Dues:  There was discussion about raising the FMAC dues.  The E-Board met recently and wanted to bring it up to the membership.  The FMAC bank accounts have slowly declined over the past several years.  We don’t have a lot of income sources and expenses have gone up (e.g. copies, travel expenses…).  We also have aging AV equipment which may need to be updated.  The E-board recommends doubling the current dues.  The cost for lunch will not be changed unless costs increase.  Jerry reminded everyone that we could save money if everyone would let him know if they will be staying for lunch.
The membership recommended voting on this issue in November.  An email will be sent to the membership with the proposed dues, so that deparments can adjust their budgets if needed.  Contact the E-board if you have any recommendations.
Income Ideas:  The intent is for FMAC to be able to sponsor our members for technical committees, code committees, sponsorship for FLSEC, State Chiefs Conferences, etc.  Some the ideas discussed were selling coins/medallions, t-shirts, and/or hats.  We also discussed doing a golf tournament or conducting a specialty class.  If anyone has any ideas bring them to a meeting or contact the E-Board.

ICC Update:  Dave Nichols
Dave thanked all of the Colorado Chapters for their involvement with ICC and the Code Process.  The Annual Conference is coming up.  Dave reminded everyone to get on the website to register and/or join ICC.  ICC had a special on one of their Code Books for one penny.  They are selling them at that price until they run out.  Final Action Hearings on the Green Code and Spa Codes is coming up.  ICC is hosting training events on the Green Code.  There will be a free class on September 28 in Denver.  The ICC Website has been updated and improved.  You can create your own account on ICC to track your information and CEU’s.

Committees
Fire Investigator’s Section:  Howard Hardy
There is an IAAI Training Conference in Vail from October 27-29.  The cost is $175 if you are a member of IAAI and $200 if you are not a member.  They will have 4 burn cells.  Participants will be split up into several groups and they will investigate the burns and write reports.  The registration deadline is on September 30.
Fire Safety Educators:
FLSEC is still looking for speakers for their conference in April.  They are meeting with IAAI to coordinate a Juvenile Fire Setters class.
Code Committee:  Marc Sampson
There will be a Code Action Committee meeting on September 20 and 21 in Illinois.  There are many unanswered questions about how they formulate proposals and the process for Code changes.  The E-board approved expenses for Marc to attend this meeting.  Howard Hardy was accepted to a Code work group appointment.  He hopes to go to the CAC meeting as well.  

Education Committee:  Dave Waller
Steve Gasowski with the Division of Fire Safety will be at the November meeting to talk about the Sprinkler Fitter Rules that will be implemented.  An engineer/technical expert will be at the January meeting to talk about inspector liability.  The rest of the year is open.

The Education Institute will be the week of March 5-9.  The class schedule was listed on the agenda.

Legislation:  Jerry Stricker
Nothing to report.
Ad-Hoc Residential Sprinkler Committee:  Mike Del’Orfano
Greg Wheeler and Gerry George attended the sprinkler fitter rules hearing on September 15.  There was good support from Local 669.  Several recommendations for changes were made, including what certifications are acceptable in lieu of a test.  The document is attached.  Greg is meeting with them next week to discuss how this program can be aligned with ICC.
IFC Prep Class:  Ben Greene
We will be doing a 2012 Code prep class this year.  Ben is looking for instructors.  Please email him if you are interested in teaching.  His email is marshalben@firehousemail.com.  Ben will use a workbook this year instead of photo-copied handouts.  The cost will be determined once costs are calculated.  The committee will have to look at the schedule to see what will work with the 48/96 work schedules that many departments have implemented.  The Prep Class will be 6-7 weeks long and is slated to be in the south part of Denver.  The committee will let the membership know the location and cost when the class details are finalized.  
CSFCFA:  Ron Biggers
Last April the Chiefs met on the Ready, Set, Go program and they endorse this as their choice for a wildland program.  They are asking departments to sign up on the website.  FLSEC is providing the education.  They met last week in Fort Collins.  Ron Biggers usually attends these meetings, but it involves a lot of travel.  There will be more information in November.
Colorado Chapter ICC:  Gerry George
Dan Weed reported that their next Chapter meeting will be in Delta in October.  They will have a class on “Legal Aspects.”  FMAC members are invited to attend.  The Chapter is working on the 2015 Codes.  Let Dan know if you have any ideas that you would like him to take to the committee.  
Gerry George reported that the Colorado Chapter does two “Give-A-Days.”  One at a Girl Scout Camp and one at Wilderness on Wheels.  It is a fun day; they do a lot of work and get stuff done.  Jerry will let us know the dates and locations for next year.

Division of Fire Safety:
The State wrote a policy on fire drills for schools.  This policy allows two all-hazard drills to be substituted for two fire drills.  Steve was invited to attend this meeting, but he was not able to attend.  We need to find out more about this policy.
There was discussion about the State Department of Health and if departments are experiencing problems with their inspectors.  There was discussion about writing a letter expessing our concerns.  The membership felt it was important to send a letter to the State so that we can be on record.  Govenor Hickenlooper is receptive to ideas.  We need to do some homework before writing the letter, and it would be good to get several people involved to help draft the letter.  Let Dave Lowrey know if you would like to participate.

Regional Reports:

NCFMA:

Their next meeting is scheduled for November 15.  Their membership is reducing in numbers, probably due to budget constraints.
Mountain Marshals:  Ron Biggers
Mountain Marshals meet in October.  They typically have the same training as the regular FMAC meeting.  NFSA is hosting a Sprinkler Advantage class next week in Glenwood Springs.
Old Business:

Jerry Stricker stated that Rob Geislinger was the State Chiefs representative on the Schools Board of Appeals.  Jerry will contact Paul Cooke to see what we need to do.
New Business:

The positions of President and Secretary are up for election.  Voting will take place in November.  Jerry Stricker volunteered to be the Nomination Chairperson.  Email Jerry if you would like to make a nomination for either position.  Nominations can also be made at the November meeting.
Marc Sampson nominated Dave Lowrey for President.  No other nominations were received.

Carol Gill-Mulson nominated Jackie Pike for Secretary.  No other nominations were received.

Information Sharing:

Let Dave Lowrey know if you are interested in being a representative for a taskforce for NFPA 10.

Howard Hardy reported that they have an issue with Outback Steakhouses putting smoker boxes and a pan of wood under their grills.  They are doing this without getting a permit.  SMFD is collecting information and will be responding to Outback Steakhouses soon.  If you would like to work as a group on this issue let him know.  His email is howard.hardy@southmetro.org.  He will be proceeding fairly quickly on this issue.
Adjournment:

M/S Marc Sampson/Howard Hardy to adjourn the meeting at 2:35 p.m.  Motion carried.
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